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7o6 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [N. s., 8, 1906 

The Universal Kinship. By J. Howard Moore, Instructor in Zoology, 
Crane Manual Training High School, Chicago. Chicago : Charles 
Kerr & Co., 1906. 8°. 329 p. 

As its name implies, the main thesis of this book is the absolute com- 
munity in origin and continuous interdependence of all life. The author 
makes the usual comparison between man and other animals on the physi- 
cal, intellectual, and moral sides, and proves — as has been done many 
times before — that there is no impassable gulf between them. He 
spares no opportunity to denounce the overweening self-conceit of the 
animal man in arrogating to himself a higher place in creation than his 
"humbler brothers," as well as his thoughtlessness and cruelty in deal- 
ing with them. 

If Mr Moore's work helps in any way toward a kinder treatment of 
our animal friends and servants, it is in so far commendable. Its failing, 
as in the case of so many works of similar nature, is that in sweeping 
away impassable gulfs it ignores real differences. Thus, after we have 
proved that no impassable gulf exists between man and the other animals, 
we still have to admit that there is a difference between them, nor can this 
difference be swept away by anatomical comparisons and psychological 
investigations. It simply is. In the same way, after we have shown that 
species in general are not immutable, we have not proved thereby that 
they are not different, and the nature of the difference between the snail 
and the snake, the wolf and the worm, is just what we want to know. We 
must also raise a protest against the extremes to which the biological 
brotherhood idea tends to be carried. We wish our ' ' humbler brothers ' ' 
well, but it will be some time before we see the duty or the expediency 
of sitting down to lunch in company with centipedes and tigers, or of 
keeping house from choice with cockroaches and rats. 

J. R. SWANTON. 

The Northern Maidu. By Roland B. Dixon. Bulletin of the Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History, Vol. xvii, part iii, pp. 119-346. 
New York, 1905. 

Much concerning the aboriginal life and customs of a Califomian peo- 
ple, the remnant of whom are rapidly being merged into civilization, has 
been rescued in the nick of time by the efforts of Dr Dixon, made pos- 
sible by the generosity of Mr Archer Huntington. The Maidu, like the 
inhabitants of the northwestern portion of California, were but slightly 
touched by Spanish influence, and the explorers and trappers who passed 
through their territory did little to alter the primitive state in which they 



